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“If people with disabilities voted at the same 
rate as people without disabilities, there 
would be about 2.35 million more voters ”

— Lisa Schur and Douglas Kruse, Rutgers University



How Do You Determine if Your 
Voting Sites are Accessible?

 Pick a Site and Hope that Everyone Can Get In? 

 Ask the People Who Use it Everyday?

  Use a Survey and the Right Tools to Determine 
the Accessibility.



Introductory Page 
 
• Lays out the set up of the survey

• Parking 
• Path of travel
• Voting Area

• Tools needed to Survey
• Tape Measure
• Level
• Door Pressure Gauge

• Resources  - Where to Find Tools 



What Does it all Mean?

Access Aisle
Curb cut

Door Pressure Weight
Latch Side Clearance
Protruding Objects

Ramp
Vestibule



Question?

Your polling location has 6 accessible parking spaces. 

Do you have enough? 

How many of them need to be accessible?  

What are the requirements for those spaces? 



Reserved  Parking 
(Handicapped Parking)



Reserved  Parking 
(Handicapped Parking)

Proper Signage
 

 “Reserved Parking”

 Dynamic Symbol of Accessibility

 “Permit Required”

 “Violators Will Be Fined”

 Min Fine - $250.00



Parking
• Accessible Spaces

• Van
• Standard

• Surface Material

• Grates

 



Reserved  Parking 
(Handicapped Parking)



Question?
You found a great location with a freshly paved parking 
lot.  The reserved spaces are well done.

The path of travel to the door is 36” wide and level.  

The door threshold has only a 1” rise and the door has a 
thumb latch handle. 

Are you all set? 



Exterior Path of Travel 

• Surface

• Curb Cuts

• Grates

• Protruding Objects



Early Voting Parking issue

Be sure that there are no 
events that will interfere 
with the accessibility at the 
Early Voting Site, Same 
Day Registration or Polling 
Place  



Not the Best Threshold



Doors



Doors

32 Inches Clear Width

Door Force
•   Exterior Doors
•    Interior Doors

Threshold



Doors

Is the Door 
Unlocked?



What is Wrong? 
The location you chose has a new beautiful ramp.  

It is 7’ long and has 1 ¾ diameter round handrails on 
both sides.  

The slope is 1:12  

It is 36” wide.  



RAMPS

• Slope – 1:12
• Handrails required if ramp 

is more than 6’ long
• Level landing every 30’
• Handrails – smooth and 

on both sides
• Level landing at the top



How About these Ramps?

Put good ramp here



Better!



Interior Path of Travel

• Doors
• Ramp
• Elevators – good 

idea?



Thirsty Anyone?

Your polling place has a hallway leading to the 
voting area.  You find that there is a water 
fountain that protrudes 10” from the wall.  The 
bottom of the fountain is 30” from the ground.  

All good?  



Voting Area
• Lighting

• Protruding Objects

• Floor Surface



Considerations 
in the polling 

place!



Voting Area Recommendations

 Is the IVS ballot marking system fully tested and ready to be 
used?

 Is the IVS ballot marking system staffed by poll workers who 
know how to program it and deal with problems?

 Are headphones visible and available for use on the IVS?



Accessible Marking Device

Problem Path 
of Travel

Table Height



Accessible Marking Device



Voting Area Recommendations
 Have poll workers received training in both basic disability 

etiquette and the disability-related requirements of the law?

 Is the polling place equipped with a white board or extra pens 
and paper for communicating with people who are deaf or 
hearing impaired?

 Are magnifying devices and signature templates available for 
those who need them?



Voting Area Recommendations
 Are provisions made to ensure that paths of travel (inside 

and outside) are free of debris, trash, snow, leaves, etc.?

 Is there proper lighting along all points (inside and 
outside) along the route to the voting area?

 Is there intermittent seating where lines are likely to form?

 Is there sufficient space for the unobstructed movement 
of voters in wheelchairs along the path of travel and in the 
voting area?



Voting Area Recommendations
 Are instructions for voting printed in 22 point or larger type 

in an unembellished font?

 Are the voting instructions written in simple language and 
prominently displayed?

 Is one lowered booth available both at the IVS ballot marking 
system and for people who are completing the ballot by 
hand?

 Is the IVS ballot marking system located away from check-in 
tables and other high-trafficked areas?



Signage 
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