Town of Durham Emergency Contingency Plan

Specific Emergency Situations


Specific Emergency Situations

Most of the emergencies listed by the SOTS will require identical responses on the part of the Moderator and Assistant Registrars. This document just covers some of the situations where the responses might vary slightly. The Moderator must maintain control of polling place at all times. The Moderator should alert poll workers, then alert all persons present of the emergency and actions to be taken. The Moderator should delegate responsibilities as necessary to the situation.

Standard emergency and evacuation procedures.

 The moderator should always follow the directions of any school or Town emergency personnel. The Moderator should follow the standard emergency sequence of events: 

1. Assess the situation, halt voting if necessary while assessing situation.

2. Alert poll members of the situation

3. Evacuate polling place if needed

4. Contact emergency personnel and Registrars

5. Consult with emergency responders and Registrars

6. Direct poll workers of resolution of situation and actions to be taken.

7. Keep notes of actions taken and reasons for decisions.

Medical Emergencies


A first aid kit will be available to the moderator as part of the SOTS requirements. If the Town Emergency Planner is called, the moderator should follow the emergency responders’ directions. If Korn School is open, the moderator should request the school nurse’s help, if available. The school also has a first aid kit, if required. If the moderator cannot obtain a 911 response, the moderator should call the Town Clerk and Registrar, who will find the Emergency Planner.

1. The moderator should stop voting operations while determining the severity of the emergency.

2. If the school nurse is not available, the moderator should determine if there is a doctor or certified first aid provider present that may be able to assist.

3. Call 911 and notify the responder of the nature of the emergency. Follow responder’s directions.

4. Keep the injured person as comfortable as possible. Do not attempt to move the injured person unless instructed to do so by a certified first aid provider or emergency personnel.

5. Provide responding personnel with details of what happened.

6. Make a note in the Moderator’s journal and inform Registrars. Reassure other voters. Resume voting when the safety of all is assured.

Fire Emergencies, Gas leaks or situations with flammables
1. If the fire alarm sounds, the Moderator should direct the evacuation of the polling place. The Moderator should delegate another worker to activate the fire alarm, contact emergency planner, the Registrars and any school personnel deemed necessary.

2. If smoke is detected, the Moderator should direct a poll worker to check with school staff to determine if an emergency exists.

3. If fire is detected, the Moderator should direct the evacuation of the polling place, following the procedures listed above.

4. If gas is detected, emergency evacuation procedures should be implemented immediately. Moderator should authorize others with cell phones to make relevant phone calls away from Korn or area of danger. Moderator should remain primary contact with emergency respondents, leaving others away from any leak to make any phone calls to notify Registrars.

5. Follow standard evacuation procedures for determining continuation of voting during period of waiting to assess situation. Moderator can determine if transfer of polling locations should be begun immediately.

Disorder at Polling Location


In the event of unlawful protesting, threats of violence or rioting, or should the Moderator feel any disorder is hindering the fair and free exercise of citizens’ right to vote, the Moderator should contact the state trooper and the Registrars. Depending upon the response of the state trooper, the Registrar may request assistance from other town or state personnel to resolve the dispute. If the Moderator feels the workers, voters or ballots to be in physical danger, the Moderator should contact the Registrars concerning evacuation.

Security or terrorist threat at polling location


The moderator shall contact the Town Emergency Planner and follow respondent’s instructions. If evacuation is ordered, the standard evacuation procedures shall be used, with emphasis on the safety of workers, voters and emergency responders. The Emergency Planner or First Selectman shall inform the Registrars of any changes made in the local Emergency Plan of Operations that would affect the Korn Emergency Plan of Operations. The Registrars will communicate any changes to the moderators and poll workers at set up time.

Durham is not considered an emergency planning zone community or host community by the Department of Emergency Maintenance and Homeland Security, so there is no written procedure regarding nuclear disaster.
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